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fense advisers, from the Secretary of Defense
to General Shalikashvili to our commander
in the area, all believe that we did what was
necessary, and they feel good about where
we are now.

Q. Has the situation in northern Iraq
changed, though? That’s the key question,
isn’t it?

The President. No. The key question is—
well, first of all, the situation in northern Iraq
seems to have changed. There has been a
withdrawal of the forces, a dispersal of the
forces. But it’s too soon to say that this is
permanent or that further action will not be
taken.

What we have done is to show that we
are prepared to change the strategic realities
that Saddam Hussein faces if he violates the
United Nations prohibitions on either threat-
ening his neighbors or repressing his own
people. And I believe that we did the right
thing. I think we had the right response, and
I think it will have good results. If it doesn’t,
we’ll take the facts as they come.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:41 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of these
remarks.

Statement on the Meeting of Prime
Minister Binyamin Netanyahu of
Israel and Chairman Yasser Arafat of
the Palestinian Authority

September 4, 1996

I welcome the meeting today between Is-
raeli Prime Minister Netanyahu and PLO
Chairman Arafat. The meeting between the
two leaders is a very important step in devel-
oping an Israeli-Palestinian partnership so
essential to implementation of their agree-
ments. Indeed, it reflects their continuing
commitment to resolving their differences
through negotiations and to securing a lasting
peace.

I look forward to meeting with Prime Min-
ister Netanyahu next Monday to review
progress and discuss developments in the re-
gion.

Message to the Senate Transmitting
the Austria-United States Tax
Convention
September 4, 1996

To the Senate of the United States:
I transmit herewith for Senate advice and

consent to ratification the Convention Be-
tween the United States of America and the
Republic of Austria for the Avoidance of
Double Taxation and the Prevention of Fiscal
Evasion with Respect to Taxes on Income,
signed at Vienna May 31, 1996. Enclosed is
an exchange of notes with an attached
Memorandum of Understanding, which pro-
vides clarification with respect to the applica-
tion of the Convention in specified cases.
Also transmitted for the information of the
Senate is the report of the Department of
State with respect to the Convention.

This Convention, which is similar to tax
treaties between the United States and other
OECD nations, provides maximum rates of
tax to be applied to various types of income
and protection from double taxation of in-
come. The Convention also provides for ex-
change of information to prevent fiscal eva-
sion and sets forth standard rules to limit the
benefits of the Convention to persons that
are not engaged in treaty shopping.

I recommend that the Senate give early
and favorable consideration to this Conven-
tion and give its advice and consent to ratifi-
cation.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
September 4, 1996.

Message to the Senate Transmitting
the Luxembourg-United States Tax
Convention
September 4, 1996

To the Senate of the United States:
I transmit herewith for Senate advice and

consent to ratification the Convention Be-
tween the Government of the United States
of America and the Government of the
Grand Duchy of Luxembourg for the Avoid-
ance of Double Taxation and the Prevention
of Fiscal Evasion with Respect to Taxes on
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